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Mr. Putin was not interfering in our
elections to help Mr. Trump. The re-
port shows he was motivated by the
fact of most of my people back home:
He wanted anybody but Mrs. Clinton.
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Here is the main idea: Use any opportunity
to criticize Hillary and the rest—except for
Mr. Sanders and Mr. Trump. We support
them.

It is time for my friends on the other
side of the aisle to admit they left the
barn door open, and Mr. Putin let those
cows out to run free in our elections.

It is over. Let’s move on. Join us in
doing the people’s work. That means
issues they care about, like how about
having lower unemployment? That is
historical right now for Asians, African
Americans, and Hispanic Americans.
Let’s give that a round of applause.

How about energy independence? Yes,
our world is clear because of American
energy.

How about helping us secure our bor-
der? Address the crisis on our border,
have an immigration policy that
works.

The American people want this. They
are sick and tired of investigation after
investigation after investigation. It is
over. Let’s move on.

CELEBRATING THE CENTENNIAL
OF WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Puerto Rico (Miss GONZALEZ-COLON) for
5 minutes. . B

Miss GONZALEZ-COLON of Puerto
Rico. Madam Speaker, on June 4, we
will celebrate 100 years since Congress
passed the 19th Amendment, which cor-
rectly recognized women’s right to
vote.

At that time, only one woman had
served in Congress: Jeannette Rankin,
in 1916, from Montana. But today, we
have more women serving in this Con-
gress than ever before, with 131.

In this proud moment for both
women and our Nation’s history, we
also honor the suffragists who, more
than a century ago, paved the way that
allows women to take part in this
democratic process and that also al-
lows me to stand here as the first
woman elected to represent Puerto
Rico in Congress.

Because of our territorial status,
Puerto Rico has been historically ex-
cluded from our national process, in-
cluding the 19th Amendment ratifica-
tion process.

Prior to becoming a U.S. territory in
1898, Puerto Rico was a Spanish colony,
and people on the island advocated for
political equality for women, beginning
with a right to education. But it wasn’t
long after becoming a U.S. territory
that Susan B. Anthony advocated for
equal political and civil rights for men
and women in the new possessions, in-
cluding Puerto Rico.

This advance in civil rights was one
of the first reasons why people on the
island began to fight for the conversion
of Puerto Rico as a State of the Union.
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It was the leaders of the Republican
party who first included women’s vote
as part of their platform, and they also
presented legislation to achieve it. As
the measure did not progress, our suf-
fragists sought support from national
organizations and the United States
Congress, which introduced legislation
extending women’s right to vote in
Puerto Rico.

Finally, in 1929, Puerto Rico’s Legis-
lature recognized the right to vote, but
only for literate women; and in 1935,
the right to vote was granted to all
women.

These series of events led to the elec-
tion of Maria Luisa Arcelay, who be-
came the first woman in Puerto Rico
to be elected to a government legisla-
tive body in 1932.

However, because Puerto Rico is an
incorporated territory of the United
States, despite being U.S. citizens since
1917, Puerto Ricans cannot vote for the
U.S. President, and they are also de-
nied voting representation in this Con-
gress.

While this Congress is legislating to
extend benefits to all women, I must
raise my voice many times to advocate
for these rights to be extended to terri-
tories like Puerto Rico that still lack,
at a general level, full equality in rela-
tion to a State.

Statehood for Puerto Rico will hap-
pen. The question is when this Con-
gress will do it.

The end of slavery, the end of seg-
regation, and women’s right to vote are
just examples of civil rights that took
a while to become the law of the land.
Statehood for Puerto Rico will follow.

We are still fighting for equal pay,
for equal work, for being able to walk
safely without fear of sexual harass-
ment, for eradicating gender violence,
for having more access to where deci-
sions are made, for having more rep-
resentation in different fields, such as
science, arts, sports, business, and eco-
nomics.

As we rejoice and celebrate progress
in equality for women, I ask my col-
leagues to be reminded that their job
continues and much more remains to
be done to achieve equality for all
Americans.

That also includes the veterans of
Puerto Rico, veterans that lack access
to TRICARE Prime options on the is-
land. Instead, only Active Duty serv-
icemembers and their family members
have access to TRICARE Prime, spe-
cifically TRICARE Prime Overseas.

This also affects the access by
spouses and dependents to benefits as
their family member serves our coun-
try.

Current law dictates that military
retirees under the age of 65 in Puerto
Rico and the territories are eligible
only for TRICARE Standard.

That is the reason I filed H.R. 2171,
which seeks to rectify this problem by
making TRICARE Prime available to
over 29,000 servicemembers in Puerto
Rico, who have retired from the Armed
Forces, and their dependents.
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According to the report by the Con-
gressional Task Force on Economic
Growth in Puerto Rico, not having ac-
cess to TRICARE Prime is one way in
which Puerto Rico is treated dif-
ferently under several Federal pro-
grams.

I urge my colleagues to support H.R.
2171.

———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 1
minute a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

————
O 1200

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

PRAYER

Reverend R. Perez Gatling, Ebenezer
Baptist Church, Virginia Beach, Vir-
ginia, offered the following prayer:

0O, Lord, our Lord, how excellent is
Your name in all the Earth.

We give thanks for this day that You
have made, and we give thanks for
these courageous and committed public
servants who You have called and com-
missioned to be the voices of the peo-
ple. We are grateful for the freedoms
we enjoy in this country, and we are
thankful for all of the patriarchs and
matriarchs and our uniformed and ci-
vilian soldiers who unselfishly sac-
rificed their lives as payment for this
freedom.

I pray that You will endow our legis-
lative leaders with knowledge, under-
standing, wisdom, and discernment.
Give each leader in this Chamber a
heart for the people they represent. I
pray that through today’s proceedings,
a more perfect Union will be formed,
justice will be established, domestic
tranquility will be assured and en-
sured, and the blessings of liberty will
be secured to ourselves and our pos-
terity.

In Jesus’ name, amen.

————
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

——————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. ESCOBAR) come
forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Ms. ESCOBAR led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:
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I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

——————

WELCOMING REVEREND R. PEREZ
GATLING

The SPEAKER. Without objection,
the gentlewoman from Virginia (Mrs.
LURIA) is recognized for 1 minute.

There was no objection.

Mrs. LURIA. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to honor the Reverend Perez
Gatling, the 13th pastor at Ebenezer
Baptist Church in Virginia Beach. I
thank him for his powerful and poign-
ant prayer on the House floor and know
that his words will give Congress
strength.

Known as ‘‘the church that reaches
out,” Ebenezer Baptist Church is the
oldest African American church in the
city of Virginia Beach and has been the
cornerstone of our community since
1859.

Pastor Gatling leads it by humble ex-
ample, sharing with whomever he
meets his personal motto: “I'm just a
nobody trying to tell everybody about
somebody who can save anybody.”’

Pastor Gatling is not only a faith
leader, but also a mentor to so many
through his church’s prolific commu-
nity outreach, specifically, for students
of all ages.

Pastor Gatling is accompanied today
by his loving family: Veleka Gatling,
Lewis Gatling, Russell Gatling, Cleo
Gatling, Leo V. Williams, Carolyn Wil-
liams, and Mary Bowen.

Thank you for joining us today.
Thank you, Pastor Gatling, for bring-
ing your wise words and your wonder-
ful family to visit us in Congress.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
BARRAGAN). The Chair will entertain
up to 15 further requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

———

RECOGNIZING GOLD STAR
FAMILIES

(Mr. HIGGINS of New York asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Madam
Speaker, as we approach Memorial
Day, we are reminded of the brave serv-
icemen and -women who have given
their lives to defend our country.

The families of those who died in
conflict, known as the Gold Star fami-
lies, can never forget these sacrifices.
Our country is indebted to these self-
less Americans who made the ultimate
sacrifice.

No amount of financial support can
ease the pain of losing a loved one, but
veterans’ benefits to surviving spouses
and children provide an important life-
line during these times of need.

The 2017 tax law brought many unin-
tended consequences that Congress is
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now trying to fix, including a signifi-
cant increase in tax rates on benefits
for children of these fallen service-
members. This is completely unaccept-
able. Congress must pass legislation to
fix this now so families that have al-
ready given so much are not asked to
give even more.

———

COMMEMORATING THE 19TH
AMENDMENT

(Mr. STEIL asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. STEIL. Madam Speaker, today
we celebrate an important moment in
our Nation’s history: 100 years ago,
today, Clifford Randall, the Represent-
ative from the First District of Wis-
consin, left his office like all of his col-
leagues in the House, walked to this
very Chamber, and cast his vote in
favor of women’s suffrage.

The 19th Amendment gave women
the right to vote. Today we commemo-
rate that vote.

Wisconsin was a leader in the wom-
en’s suffrage movement. In fact, Wis-
consin was the first State to ratify the
19th Amendment.

I am wearing a yellow rose today just
as the supporters of women’s rights did
a century ago.

As we commemorate the 19th Amend-
ment, let’s focus on how we can work
together to support women and ensure
that future generations will never for-
get that historic vote.

EMPOWERING WOMEN

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker,
what an amazing day: 100 years ago,
the Congress voted out a resolution to
empower women with the right to vote.

What is interesting, the last day, the
last State, Tennessee, when the vote
was taken, or when it was about to be
taken, the then-Speaker, who was
against it, wearing a red rose, said: We
have got the votes.

But there is nothing like the power
of a woman and the power of a mother.
And a young legislator got a letter
from his mother that very morning
that said: Son, be a good boy, and vote
to let women vote.

And, lo and behold, Tennessee rati-
fied that right because that 24-year-old
voted to let women vote.

It is an important time now for
women to be empowered, because the
States of Alabama and Texas and Mis-
sissippi and Missouri and others are
now trying to reign back the rights of
women and the right to choose.

We respect other values. We respect
the Constitution and the Ninth Amend-
ment, but Alabama and Mississippi and
Texas and Missouri, we are not going
back, because women got the right to
vote. And just like that young man, be
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a good boy and leave women alone, for
them to choose their own right, the
right to vote.

———

HONORING MADISON DOZIER

(Mr. MASSIE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. MASSIE. Madam Speaker, I rise
today in honor of my constituent Madi-
son Dozier of Alexandria, Kentucky.

Madison is an honor roll student at
Reiley Elementary and the daughter of
proud parents Ronnie and Melanie
Dozier.

Madison is also the 2019 national win-
ner of the annual National Missing
Children’s Day poster competition,
sponsored by the Office of Juvenile
Justice and Delinquency Prevention at
the Department of Justice.

Each year, all fifth graders in the
United States are invited to partici-
pate in the missing children’s day post-
er competition. The purpose of this
competition is to foster awareness and
discussion among schools and law en-
forcement regarding the tragedy of
missing and exploited children.

This year, Madison’s poster received
the national award, following a unani-
mous decision from the judging panel.

Congratulations to Madison and her
teacher and her proud family as they
visit Washington, D.C., for the awards
ceremony this week. Her poster will be
on display in the Great Hall at the De-
partment of Justice. Check it out.

——————

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF PASSAGE
OF THE NINETEENTH AMENDMENT

(Ms. SANCHEZ asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. SANCHEZ. Madam Speaker,
today marks the 100th anniversary of
the House passage of the 19th Amend-
ment, which gave women the right to
vote.

It is hard to think that, 100 years
later, for most of our Nation’s history,
including my grandmother’s and great-
grandmother’s generations, women
contributed to the building of our Na-
tion but lacked this basic civil right.

In America, your vote is your voice;
it is what makes all of us equal. We
each have one vote. Voting is one of
the most important things that you
can do as a citizen.

When the 19th Amendment passed
over 100 years ago, only one woman
served in the United States House of
Representatives. When I began my con-
gressional career here in 2003, 60
women were serving in the House.

Today, I am proud to serve in the
House with 127 women, including 14
other Latinas. That, my friends, is
progress.

While we have made significant im-
provements to expand the representa-
tion of women in our political system,
we still have a long way to go. So let
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